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SUBJECT: Fire Protection Research Foundation Research Advisory Committee 
Meeting 

DATE OF MEETING: January 28, 2011 

LOG ENTRY SOURCE: Andrew Trotta, ESEE 

DATE OF LOG ENTRY: March 28, 2011 

LOCATION: BWI Marriott Hotel, Baltimore, MD 

CPSC ATTENDEE(S): 
Andrew Trotta, Division of Electrical Engineering (ESEE) 

NON-CPSC ATTENDEE(S): 
Kathleen Almand, Fire Protection Research Foundation (FPRF) 
Casey Grant, FPRF 
Anthony Hamins, National Institute of Standards and Technology 
Nourredine Benichou, National Research Council of Canada 
Mark Gryc, FM Global 
Chris Dubay, National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
Rita Fahy, NFPA 

By Phone: 
Shane Clary, Bay Alarm Company 
Carl Baldassarra, RJA Group 

SUMMARY OF MEETING: 
This was a bi-annual meeting of the Fire Protection Research Foundation Research 
Advisory Committee (FPRF RAC). The FPRF RAC provides general oversight to the 
research programs undertaken by the FPRF to ensure that they support the role of the 
FPRF to plan, manage and communicate research in support of the NFPA mission and 
provide input to research planning. 

Committee Chair, Anthony Hamins, presided over the meeting. The following items 
were on the agenda: Follow-up Items from Last Meeting, Foundation Medal Process, 
Research Portfolio Review Questions and Implementing the Strategic Research 
Agenda. Kathleen Almand, FPRF President, presented information on each of the 
agenda topics. 

Highlights of the meeting included an overview of FPRF's current research portfolio, 
including these projects that the Foundation is supporting or considering in 2011 (in 
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parentheses is the NFPA Code for which this research is pertinent): 

Selected and Proceeding 

Residential Sprinkler Insulation Study (NFPA 13) 

Equipotential Bonding to Reduce the Voltage Gradients in Pool Areas (NFPA 70) 

Extinguishing Agent Test Methods for Ethanol Blends (NFPA 10 & 30) 

Fire Pump Data Collection & Analysis (NFPA 20 & 25) 

Rescue Tools for Current and Future High-Strength Metal Alloys (NFPA 1936) 


Exploring Additional Outside Funding Support 

Testing of Image Quality of Fire Service Thermal Imagers (NFPA 1801) 

Purging Rate Investigation (NFPA 54) 

Fire Protective and Fire Resistant Glazing (NFPA 80) 


Possible Intern Projects 

Medical Gas Line Pipe Sizing Literature Review (NFPA 99) 

Vent Line Manifold Size and Installation Requirements (NFPA 54) 

Fuel Gas Hose Standards and Test Methods (NFPA 54) 

Combustion Air Requirements for Large Input Appliances (NFPA 54) 


Kathleen Almand also presented a review of the project portfolio against the strategic 
research agenda, noting three weak areas: aging population, aging fire protection 
systems, and sustainability concerns. 

Minutes of the meeting can be obtained through the FPRF. 


